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Child  Abuse:  Views  are  Worlds  Apart 


If  one  looks  at  child  rearing  within 
the  broad  context  of  human 
development  and  socialization,  it  soon 
becomes  apparent  that  what  is 
considered  to  be  appropriate  and  what 
is  considered  to  be  abusive  is 
culturally  determined.  For  instance, 
the  infliction  of  pain,  either  physical  or 
psychological  is  sometimes  considered 
abusive,  sometimes  necessary  and 
sometimes  even  desirable.  In  some 
cultures,  the  infliction  of  pain  is  a 
necessary  and  desirable  part  of 
initiation  rites  or  other  valued  rites  of 
passage.  In  our  culture,  the  infliction 
of  pain  on  children  through  various 
orthodontic  procedures,  sometimes 
only  for  the  sake  of  their  appearance,  is 
not  considered  abusive;  nor  are  the 
scarification  techniques  of  some 
African  tribes  which  are  done  for  the 
same  purpose.  For  example,  a  woman 
who  had  emigrated  from  Africa  to 
Britain  was  arrested  when  she  cut  the 
faces  of  her  two  sons  and  rubbed 
charcoal  into  the  lacerations.  Within 
the  context  of  their  culture,  this 
particular  form  of  scarification  was 
seen  as  part  of  their  cultural  identity. 


Therefore,  not  doing  it  would  be 
judged  abusive  in  that  culture. 

Different  cultures  have  different 
definitions  of  what  constitutes  neglect, 
as  well.  For  example,  a  cultural  group 
in  New  Guinea  was  reported  to  have 
been  appalled  at  the  practice  of  some 
visiting  North  American  anthro- 
pologists who  allowed  their  newborn 
infant  to  cry  without  attempting  to 
comfort  her.  The  New  Guineans 
believe  that  prolonged  crying  is 
detrimental  to  the  comfort  and  well 
being  of  babies  and  that  if  it  carries  on 
too  long  the  child's  spirit  will  escape 
and  the  child  will  die. 

Cultural  beliefs  and  values 
influence  other  aspects  of  child  rearing 
as  well.  Those  cultures  which  express 
their  beliefs  and  values  through  a  tribal 
way  of  life  think  of  children  as 
belonging  to  the  whole  community  or 
tribe,  thereby  making  everyone 
responsible  in  some  way  for  the  well 
being  of  the  children.  In  contrast, 
societies  such  as  ours  that  value 
individualism,  self  reliance  and  the 
privacy  of  the  family  think  of  children 
as  being  possessions  of  their  biological 
parents  exclusively.  Such  values  lead 
to  a  society  which  puts  all  the 
responsibility  for  child  rearing  on  the 
parents  and  leaves  them  alone,  for  the 
most  part  to  raise  their  children  as  they 
see  fit. 

Because  of  our  philosophical, 
religious,  social  and  economic 
background,  there  is  a  strong  belief  in 
Canadian  mainstream  culture  in  the 
value  of  punishment  to  change  or 
reverse  basic  human  nature  which  is 


believed  to  be  basically  evil,  or  at  least 
uncivilized.  As  weU,  children  are 
believed  to  be  responsible  for  their 
own  behavior  at  a  very  young  age  and 
are  seen  to  be  willful  or  defiant  and 
therefore  deserving  of  punishment  if 
their  behavior  is  deemed  unacceptable 
by  their  parents. 

Some  other  cultures  have  very 
different  views  of  children  and  of  what 
constitutes  basic  human  nature.  For 
example,  traditional  Inuit  cultures 
beheve  that  children's  "improper" 
behavior  is  the  outcome  of 
forgetfiilness  rather  than  of  mischief  or 
viciousness.  As  a  consequence,  their 
behavior  is  shaped  by  reminders  rather 
than  punishment,  leading  the  children 
to  perceive  the  adults  around  them  as 
guides  rather  than  threatening  entities. 
This  kind  of  interaction  precludes  the 
kinds  of  power  struggles  that  so  often 
lead  to  excessive  punishments  in  some 
southern  Canadian  families. 

Only  recently  have  some  cultures 
begun  to  impose  legal  limits  on  the 
child  rearing  practises  of  their  people. 
In  both  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
child  protection  legislation  is  now  in 
place  in  every  province  and  state  in 
both  countries.  Included  in  the  laws 
are  defined  limits  to  the  amount  and 
kind  of  force  that  parents  or  guardians 
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can  use  with  their  children,  prohibi- 
tions related  to  sexual  contact  and 
some  form  of  required  minimum  stan- 
dards of  care,  either  implied  or  stated. 

In  Alberta,  the  Child  Welfare  Act 
and  Canada's  Criminal  Code  define 
what  acts  and  conditions  are 
unacceptable  enough  to  warrant 
investigation,  possible  intervention 
and  even  at  times  incarceration. 

There  is  not,  however,  complete 
agreement  among  the  people  of  this 
country  or  this  province  as  to  what 
exactly  constitutes  child  abuse.  An  in- 
flux of  people  from  other  cultures  with 
different  ideas  about  child  rearing,  an 
explosion  of  knowledge  in  the  field  of 
child  development  and  a  growing 
concern  for  the  needs  and  rights  of 
children  have  shattered  any  consensus 
that  there  might  once  have  been. 

Two  opposing  views  that 
constitute  part  of  the  debate  have  to  do 
with  beliefs  about  how  children  learn 
and  how  their  characters  or 
personalities  are  formed.  On  one  side 
of  the  debate  are  those  who  believe 
that  children  learn  by  being  punished 
for  making  mistakes  and  for  being 
defiant  or  disobedient;  that  children 
need  to  learn  to  respect  authority  and 
that  is  best  done  by  experiencing  the 


imposition  of  authority  fi"om  a  very 
young  age  even  if  that  imposition 
requires  the  instilling  of  fear  into 
children.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
debate  are  those  who  believe  that 
children  learn  best  when  they  feel 
good  about  themselves,  when  they  are 
allowed  and  encouraged  to  explore 
their  world  within  limits  set  by  taking 
into  account  their  level  of  maturity; 
when  they  are  rewarded  for  acceptable 
behavior  rather  than  punished  for 
unacceptable  behavior  and  who 
believe  that  children  should  be 
encouraged  to  develop  their  own 
values  to  live  by  rather  than  to 
unquestioningly  adopt  those  of  people 
perceived  to  be  in  authority. 

Supporters  of  these  opposing 
views  have  different  definitions  of 
what  constitutes  child  abuse,  with  the 
former  believing  that  prohibited 
behavior  or  abuse  should  only  include 
extreme  acts  that  are  unquestionably 
harmful  to  children's  physical  or  emo- 
tional well  being  and  the  latter  be- 
lieving that  a  much  wider  range  of 
behaviors  are  harmful  to  children  and 
should  be  included  in  any  definition  of 
what  constitutes  child  abuse. 

So  long  as  these  or  any  other 
widely  divergent  views  of  children  and 
child  rearing  practices  remain  there 


Did  You  Know? 


•  Unity  House,  the  women's  shelter 
in  Fort  McMurray,  has  developed  a 
program  manual  for  child  care  in  their 
shelter.  The  manual,  entitled  Rescue  a 
Child  from  the  Road  ...  of  Family 
Violence  contains  150  pages  of 
excellent  suggestions  for  organizing 
and  operating  a  children's  program. 

The  manual  is  available  for  $10 
from  Unity  House,  Box  6165,  Fort 
McMurray,  T9H  4W1. 

•  A  considerable  number  of 
communities  have  taken  up  the 
challenge  of  the  Minister  of  Social 
Services  to  declare  November,  Family 
Violence  Prevention  Month.  A  variety 
of  activities  were  carried  out  across  the 


province.  Public  forums,  media 
presentations  and  mall  displays  were 
some  of  the  ways  that  communities 
chose  to  raise  the  level  of  awareness 
about  family  violence. 

•  The  Department  of  National 
Health  and  Welfare  recently  brought 
together  several  programs  to  form  the 
Family  Violence  Prevention  Division. 
Among  other  responsibilities,  the 
division  will  house  the  National 
Gearing  House  and  provide  secretariat 
services  for  the  newly  appointed 
Advisor  for  Child  Sexual  Abuse,  Mr. 
Rix  Rogers.  Mr.  Rogers  visited 
Alberta  in  early  November. 


will  not  be  total  agreement  as  to  which 
child  rearing  behaviors  and  conditions 
should  be  prohibited  and  what 
constitutes  minimum  standards  of 
care.  Nevertheless,  despite  this  lack  of 
consensus,  enough  agreement  has  been 
reached  to  have  fairly  general  support 
for  the  definitions  of  child  abuse 
contained  in  the  laws  now  in  place, 
including  the  newly  revised  definition 
of  child  sexual  abuse  in  Canada's 
Criminal  Code. 

Gerry  Kilgannon 

♦Excerpts  from  Alberta's  Child  Welfare  Act 
defining  "children  in  need  of  protective 
services"  and  relevant  sections  of  Canada's 
Criminal  Code  are  available  from  the  Office  for 
the  Prevention  of  Family  Violence. 


•  Victims  of  family  violence  may  be 
ehgible  for  compensation  from  the 
Crimes  Compensation  Board.  For 
information  about  eligibility, 
procedures  for  applying  and  possible 
benefits,  contact  the  board  at  10365  - 
97  Street,  Edmonton,  T5J  3W7. 

•  The  Alberta  Hospitals  Association 
Teleconference  Network  offered  two 
sessions  on  Family  Violence  and 
Hospital  Protocols.  Presentations 
were  made  by  Gerry  Kilgannon, 
Office  for  the  Prevention  of  Family 
Violence,  and  Derwyn  Whitbread, 
Edmonton  Social  Services.  Over  30 
hospitals  in  Alberta,  British  Columbia 
and  Ontario  participated. 
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Edmonton 

Nechi  Institute  on  Alcohol  and 
Drug  Education,  located  near  St. 
Albert,  has  developed  a  training 
program  which  addresses  the  issue  of 
family  violence  in  native  communities. 
The  program  includes  material  on 
native  family  dynamics  within  an 
historical  perspective,  and  abuse  of 
women,  children  and  elderly  people. 
Field  tests  of  the  material  are  being 
conducted  during  the  fall  and  winter 
with  a  mixed  group  of  native  and  non- 
native  persons. 

Central 

With  the  help  of  a  special  grant, 
the  Camrose  Women's  Shelter  was 
able  to  hire  a  public  education 
coordinator  for  six  months  earlier  this 
year.  During  that  period.  Coordinator, 
Diane  Ploner  gave  60  presentations  to 
a  total  of  more  than  1500  people. 

Family  and  Community  Support 
Services  from  Flagstaff  County, 
Vegreville  and  the  City  of  Wetaskiwin 
as  well  as  the  communities  of 
Hobbema  and  Viking  have  provided 
funds  to  continue  this  successful 
program  to  the  end  of  1988.  As  a 
result,  an  additional  thirty-two 
presentations  were  given  between 
September  and  December.  Family  and 
Community  Support  Services  in 
Camrose,  Provost  and  the  County  of 
Wetaskiwin  are  considering  providing 
funds  to  assist  in  the  continuation  of 
the  program. 

*  *  * 
Concern  about  elder  abuse  has 
prompted  a  group  of  agencies  in 
Camrose  to  join  together  to  respond  to 
this  problem.  Included  in  the  group  are 
Rosehaven,  the  women's  shelter, 
hospital,  senior  citizens'  centre  and 
lodge,  ministerial  association,  Family 
and  Community  Support  Services, 
home  care,  homemakers,  corrections 
and  Alberta  Mental  Health. 


Community  News 

Northwest 


The  Peace  Country  Crisis 
Association  celebrated  its  second 
anniversary  on  October  16  with  an 
open  house  featuring  a  discussion  with 
Sophie  Freud,  granddaughter  of 
Sigmund  Freud.  On  October  20,  the 
Peace  River  Lions  Club  and  the  Crisis 
Association  co-hosted  a  public  forum 
to  hear  a  presentation  by  Heather 
Rousseau,  Director  of  Odyssey  House 
in  Grande  Prairie  and  to  discuss  the 
possibility  of  opening  a  women's 
shelter  in  Peace  River.  Representatives 
from  High  Level,  Manning  and  High 
Prairie  attended.  A  steering  committee 
was  established  to  study  the  issue 
further. 

Northeast 

Board  members  and  staff  of  Unity 
House  in  Fort  McMurray  proudly 
celebrated  the  official  opening  of  their 
new,  larger  women's  shelter,  October 
30.  Attending  and  assisting  in  the 
ceremonies  were  Mrs.  Connie 
Osterman,  Minister  of  Social  Services, 
several  government  and  city  officials 
and  other  supporters  of  the  work  of  the 
shelter.  Unity  House  is  now  able  to 
accommodate  16  people  at  a  time, 
sf:       ^  ^ 

Athabasca  has  replaced  Peace 
River  as  one  of  the  communities 
participating  in  the  Northern  Alberta 
Family  Violence  Research  Project. 

Calgary 

The  YWCA  Sheriff  King  Home 
for  Battered  Women  and  their 
children  held  their  Third  Annual  Gala 
Theatre  Night,  October  29  to  raise 
funds  for  programs  at  the  shelter. 
Tickets  for  the  theatre  performance  are 
donated  at  cost  by  Alberta  Theatre 
Projects.  "This  is  an  excellent  way  to 
raise  awareness  in  the  community  as 
well  as  raise  funds,"  says  board 
member  Gillian  Basford. 

*       *  * 


Alberta  Social  Services  is  working 
with  several  committees  in  the  Calgary 
Region  to  better  coordinate  the 
community's  response  to  the  problem 
of  child  abuse.  A  Criminal  Justice 
Committee  made  up  of  representatives 
from  police  forces,  the  Crown 
Prosecutor's  Office  and  the  Social 
Services  Department  is  addressing 
legal  issues,  while  a  Residential  Child 
Abuse  Committee  representing  large 
residential  treatment  centres,  foster 
care,  group  homes  and  the  Department 
are  examining  the  issues  of  staff 
training,  protocols  and  treatment 
programs  for  children.  Another 
committee  made  up  of  representatives 
from  women's  emergency  shelters, 
Discovery  House  (a  second  stage 
housing  complex  for  abused  women) 
and  the  Children's  Cottage  (a  crisis 
care  nursery)  are  meeting  with  Dave 
Wellings  of  Alberta  Social  Services  to 
develop  guidelines  to  enhance 
cooperation  between  the  agencies  and 
Child  Welfare  workers. 

South 

A  group  of  professionals  in 
Medicine  Hat  have  joined  together  to 
address  the  problem  of  child  sexual 
abuse  in  their  community.  Calling 
themselves  an  intervention  team,  the 
group  meets  regularly  to  discuss  their 
work  with  families  and  to  learn  more 
about  each  other's  strengths  and 
limitations.  "What  we  want  is  a 
coordinated  approach  to  sexual  abuse 
from  the  minute  of  intervention  to  the 
final  treatment  of  the  family,"  says 
Marg  McCuUey  of  Alberta  Social 
Services  who  acted  as  a  catalyst  to 
bring  the  group  together.  Team  mem- 
bers include  representatives  from  the 
Health  Unit,  Alberta  Social  Services, 
Alberta  Community  and  Occupational 
Health,  city  police,  RCMP,  family 
services,  women's  shelter,  probation 
unit,  school  district,  youth  assessment 
centre,  crown  prosecutor's  office  and 
the  medical  community. 
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Book  Review 

Psychological 
Maltreatment  of 
Children  and  Youth 

edited  by  Maria  R.  Brassard,  Robert 
Germain  and  Stuart  N.  Hart 

Experts  in  the  field  of  child  abuse 
and  neglect  generally  recognize  that 
psychological  maltreatment  almost 
always  accompanies  other  forms  of 
child  maltreatment,  is  the  most 
prevalent  form  of  maltreatment  and  is 
often  more  destructive  than  other 
forms.  Yet,  very  little  consideration 
has  been  given  to  psychological 
maltreatment  in  research  and 
intervention  projects.  This  book  moves 
to  overcome  this  oversight  by 
clarifying  the  nature  of  psychological 
maltreatment  and  suggesting 
directions  for  dealing  with  it. 

The  book  is  a  collection  of  articles 
by  noted  researchers  and  educators  and 
is  one  outcome  of  the  1983  Inter- 
national Conference  on  Psychological 
Abuse  of  Qiildren  and  Youth  held  in 
Indianapolis.  It  is  divided  into  three 
main  sections  dealing  with  basic 
perspectives,  domains  and  inter- 
disciplinary perspectives  associated 


Available  from  the  Office 
for  the  Prevention  of 
Family  Violence: 

A  report  on  the  Third  National 
Family  Violence  Research 
Conference,  held  in  New 
Hampshire,  July  1987,  written  by 
Michael  Crawford,  Forensic 
Assessment  Community  Services, 
Edmonton.  No  charge. 


with  psychological  maltreatment.  The 
first  section  presents  the  challenge 
which  psychological  maltreatment 
represents  to  our  children  and  society 
and  deals  in  depth  with  issues  which 
clarify  the  degree  to  which 
psychological  maltreatment  is  the  core 
concept  or  component  in  child 
maltreatment.  Particular  attention  is 
given  to  direct  and  indirect  forms  of 
psychological  maltreatment  and 
relationships  between  physical  and 
psychological  aspects  of  maltreatment. 

The  second  section  of  the  book 
deals  with  the  different  areas  of 
psychological  maltreatment  by 
concentrating  specifically  on 
psychological  aspects  of  other  forms 
of  maltreatment  (i.e.  corporal 
punishment,  sexual  abuse,  and 
substance  abuse)  and  the  character- 
istics or  forms  of  maltreatment  which 
are  discretely  psychological  in  nature 
(e.g.  emotional  neglect).  In  these 
chapters,  examples  of  maltreatment 
are  provided  and  attention  is  given  to 
historical  backgrounds,  definitional 
and  standards  issues,  research, 
correction  and  prevention. 

The  third  section  of  the  book  deals 
with  the  recent  and  potential 
contributions  of  expertise  and  practice 
embodied  in  professional  and  policy 
orientations.  This  section  may  be  least 
useful  to  Canadian  users  as  coverage  is 
specific  to  American  law,  legislative 
approaches  and  education.  Still,  the 
special  emphasis  given  to  research 
issues  and  models  relative  to  the 
contributions  of  psychology  and  the 
identification  of  themes,  issues,  and 
recommendations  that  represent  the 
convergent  and  divergent  findings  and 
opinions  in  the  book  as  a  whole,  are 
extremely  useful. 

Norma  J.  MacKenzie 


Calendar  of  Events 

February  16-19  Edmonton 

Pastoral  Issues  in  Family  Violence 
Contact:  St.  Stephen's  CoUege 
University  of  Alberta 
88  Ave.  &  112  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
(403)  439-7311 

February  18  Edmonton 
Public  Forum  with  Nicholas  Groth, 
Susan  Zwaenpol,  Paul  Newman,  Ian 
MacMillan  and  Jane  Karstaedt 
Contact:  St.  Stephen's  CoUege 
(see  above) 

July  3-6  Calgary 

Institute  on  Addictions: 

"Bridging  the  Gaps:  Law 

Enforcement  —  Helping  Agencies  — 

Communities" 

Contact:  Gordon  Ronning 

Alberta  Alcohol  and  Drug 
Abuse  Commission 
#803,  10109  -  106  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5J  3L7 
(403)  427-4267 


"FOCUS:  FAMILY 
VIOLENCE  PREVENTION"  is 

a  quarterly  publication  of  the 
Office  for  the  Prevention  of 
Family  Violence.  Submissions  for 
future  issues,  especially  news 
about  community  activities,  are 
welcome.  To  put  your  name  on 
the  mailing  list  for  for  additional 
copies,  contact  the  Office. 
Address  aU  correspondence  to: 
The  Office  for  the  Prevention  of 
Family  Violence 
Alberta  Social  Services 
10030  -  107  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5J  3E4 
(403)  422-5916 
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